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By Stan Key

Whenever God wants to move in a significant
way, He first calls out a man through whom
the work is to be accomplished. "Follow me,"
Christ says. And as that man responds to the
call, a vision is conceived and a ministry is
born.

Long before the Chinese Fellowship Bible
Church began to meet for public worship, it
already existed in the heart of Pastor Keh-
Minn Chang. He saw the church before it
came into being. He conceived the church be-
fore it was born. Birth, however, always in-
volves labor pains. Nothing redemptive hap-
pens in this world unless someone is willing to
bear the burden and endure the pain. Paul un-
derstood this perhaps better than anyone ex-
cept Jesus himself. This helps to explain what
he wrote to the Galatians when he said, "My
little children, for whom I am again
in the anguish of childbirth until
Christ is formed in you" (Gal. 4:19).

CFBC can be thankful to have a g
pastor and wife who have been i§ i
ready and willing to pay the price
necessary to see a work of God born
in the Capital District. Without their %
leadership and the assistance o
those who helped them, CFBC sim-
ply would not exist.

Through the years the church has &%
grown 1n both numbers and in depth §
as she has struggled to find her iden-
tity and mission. At times, one

wondered if she could survive. But today, the
church is stable and strong and the future is as
bright as the promises of God. The miracle of
the new building that CFBC can call her own
means that the greatest days of ministry are yet
to come. But fruitful ministry will only occur
in the same way that the church was born: la-
bor pains. May God's Spirit enable you to be-
lieve the promises and may his grace equip
you to do the work so that the harvest of souls
exceeds your wildest dreams.

No eye has seen,
no ear has heard,
no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him
(I Corinthians 2:9).

Spring 2012
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By Edee Silva

An ideal, a hope, an empty building.
Not yet. Wait.
An ideal, a hope, a sanctuary.
Not yet. Wait.
An ideal, a hope, God’s sanctuary.
Now.

“We must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day.
Night is coming when no one can work.” (John
9:4)
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201245 FIHRHIHT “Wok” HEFE:
Dear All:

I would like to say thank you ALL for accepting my
invitation. As I shared with all of you, we all agreed
that we need to do something to enhance our fellow-
ship, which LORD has placed on all of us. LORD also
gives us another great challenge, maybe the greatest
ever in our short history as Pastor Chang said. Not just
so, many more things have been happening around
us. Are you ready? Are we as ONE ready to take on
the challenges? Let’s get together to talk about what
we can do so that LORD may prepare and equip each
singular one of us to build HIS Church as His bride, as
one.

Date: 5/13, Sunday

Time: 12:30PM — 1:30PM

Agenda: Brainstorm — What are the needs
(both spiritual and non-spiritual)?

How can we meet the needs?

Do we need to build some networks/groups/
fellowships?

How to establish them? Who want to lead in
any area?(Special treat will be provided)

Please think and pray for above questions and
below outline sincerely. We will talk about these on
Sunday. The more homework we do, the less time the
meeting takes. I will see you all on Sunday.

Thanks in HIM.

KIRPLART R

RIFATRI
AR BRER. BV, A, U, 2K,
BF, hnvh, SRREE, /AR, AR/ R

BB @A REME, SRR /N R
A

EARB R FE:
o FAZEIMANT (4726 - ) .

o KMAHANRFE—IREZW (5/13)
T W8S B H /NL I 3 B

PN

o LR HESFUBEET 1D NA
FEEM T, FRIMFRBEVAE I,
RS XPFIRMTHN RS, BLA.

o KIWIHRI: MRAEICRKE B &
Pk, AL/ HES /N R AT

201245 516 HHGFE, DB AH=/EHIIES:
Dear All:

Thank you so much for sharing and spending some
time last Sunday. It is very clear that we have the
same vision — we need better caring network and inti-
mate fellowships. I summarize what we have shared
and suggested as following. Please feel free to add or
correct if [ missed and misunderstood any.
Observations:

1. In general, our current district groups have
not obtained what we intended. One excep-
tion was that the West district did well (thanks
and congratulation to Jilin, Dahai and all who
made the difference). Brothers and sisters in
the West District still wanted to have more,
especially on the study of Bible.

2. There was not a caring system that can reach
out to all regular and irregular comers/
worshipers. (Of course, Pastor and few indi-
viduals did great job)

3. It seems that Sunday lunch served a ‘big’ role
in building the fellowship while finding fami-
lies to cook the lunch was not always easy.

4. The Sisters Bible Study fellowship works well,
but not all have the blessing to participate.

5. Because of the above (1 and 2), brothers and
sister feel not close enough to each other,
which made it harder for brothers and sister
to share their hardships and problems.

Suggestions:

1. To make the current district groups work well
or start possible other format small groups.
Examples are more special or small groups,
like the sister’s fellowship, a special task
groups(such as Hong Mei is doing ) to serve
special needs, families with similar needs/
background to build strong families relation-
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ships. All groups should also serve another
important role — reach out.

2. A practical action was suggested that every-
one can get a call from someone within a
week; | would say a month by being more re-
alistic, which is still not as easy as it sounds.

It is not hard for us to find the problems. It is not very
hard for us to find some solutions either. The hardest
part is who want to do it. “ & X 9T L £49 & &t
AT AZEER., BFAHRMER?” /Also]
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I

send, and who will go for us?” (Isaiah 6:8).
My challenge to all of you:

1. Prayto God to consider what you can do in
one area: coordinating or helping to coordi-
nate a group, leading Bible Study, coordinat-
ing a special task/need, opening your house to
a certain small groups regularly or occasion-
ally, inviting individual/family to your house
(lets say one a month), visiting/calling others
regularly, especially the persons that you
don’t see on Sunday, many many more if you
want and are willing to care others.

2. Deacons, start now to visit the family in you
district with Pastor Chang.

3. |said we would get together again in two
weeks. It turn out, it will be the Memorial
weekend. | will see whether we can find a
time since most us we got to retreat.

The worst is that no one want to do anything, which
would make our meeting meaningless and waste of
your time. | prefer seeing more people are cared/loved
and joyful to seeing a big building if I have to choose
one of the two .

May God’s Sprit move you and your response be “ 4%,
BEXE, FHEEXR” / Here am I, send me’ (Isaiah
6:8).

20125 519H, B—XKiE518 L1051

Praise the LORD. I have got quite some responses al-
ready. Please continue to pray and ask God what you
can do. We need more. There is no such thing that is

too little to be used by God. Equally, there is no such

thing that is too big for God to do. You want to grow
spiritually, you want to experience God, you want to
be used by God, this is your opportunity.

HANE] T AL, B—AK, (RRHYZAKA
ACE B B TR F), AR A TR 6 KA AR
W R, WAL F 69 L IRAR EARAE, ZATK

& iERFEEE, HARE, TRHAKERK
g, TRBHAEIRAFIEEET. (APE
3:15-16)

Today is a beautiful day. Enjoy and see you tomorrow.

20124E5 531 H, “#F¥E” HIRFSEED F1R&E

HEFF:

Praise the LORD! WE will have two more family ori-
ented fellowships. Thank you ALL for your inputs and
supports for this ministry. I believe God wants to use
each singular one of us for His purpose and glory.

BAH, X H 22, ¥B¥ 22 will lead one and Hk [E 5% and

477 BEwill lead the other one. i85 Ak, 22 K, WLl

continue to run the West District Fellowship. We still
need more helps and supports from you all — we need
your ideas on how to operate and connect and care
each other; to open your house for the fellowship;
reach out to more families; to coordinate some activi-
ties, such as kids, snacks etc; and more than you can
think of. By encouraging the fellowship coordinators,
please tell them what you can help or you are willing
to help and support.

Many of you come on Friday. So, we may have a short
meeting to discuss how we start and make groups.
Have a good day.

A X LB MBS R, RS ] B3
W, B EFERHEES, RHT *‘ﬁ‘g;ﬂiﬁﬁ
ETJ X 1E /2, EIJIEEFE/J%I’ iﬂﬂﬁﬂiz:jj\ W

.......
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Walking with God Going to be Awesome

sk ( Jonas Chang)

When I first heard about this project, I really wasn’t
too sure what I would share about. Not to say that God
hasn’t been working, but I wasn’t sure exactly how
my personal story intersected directly with that of the
church, particularly in light of the new building. How-
ever, now that I have had some more time to really sit
down and reflect, I realize that God’s work in our
church went beyond me and our new building, but
God was actively working in changing lives and re-
vealing himself to people in this area, and that was an
exciting story that needed to be shared.

I suppose the best place to begin would be the begin-
ning of my story here in the past year. To be honest, I
have to say that this isn’t exactly where I envisioned
myself after coming out of graduate school. However,
I believe that returning to the Capital Region was God
bringing me to a place where I could truly witness and
experience His great providence and faithfulness, and
maybe grow up, just a little bit.

Initially, I was reticent to get involved with the youth
ministry, partially because I had just come from work-
ing in youth ministry in Seattle and I felt that I was ill-
suited in relating to teenagers today. Yet for
whatever reason, God had brought me to this
church in this place at this time, and so I
trusted that God had something amazing in
store and He certainly didn’t disappoint. To be
honest when I decided to stay and serve at
CFBC, part of me wondered what I had gotten
myself into. One of the first major undertak-
ings I had the privilege to be a part of was the
first English retreat for the youth at the joined
VBCCR and CFBC Memorial Day retreat at
the LeTourneau campground on the Finger
Lakes.

While I had previously been a participant of |
many such retreats it was really my first time |
organizing and coordinating one, and frankly,
most of the time, | really felt like I was in way
over my head. We had invited an old family
friend of mine, Pastor Matthew Lin who serves

at One Hope Community Church in Philadelphia, PA.
We were scrambling to make sure things get done and
just hoping that none of the youth got hurt under our
supervision (thankfully none were). Yet even so , with
all of our last-minute preparations and on-the-fly plan-
ning, God was present and working. He was speaking
through Pastor Matt and I believe touched the heart of
many of the youth there.

Coming back to the Capital Region, I wasn’t really
sure what to expect, but I see now that regardless of
whatever my plans are, all I need to do to see some-
thing miraculous was to keep my head up and watch
for where God was working. God has given me the
honor and privilege of serving here in the CFBC youth
ministry as well as helping to establish an English
ministry, and while the going is difficult God has been
faithful with the little that I have had to offer, allowing
me to grow closer to Him and experiencing the won-
derful partnership of working with Him in His king-
dom work. I’m still not really sure what this next year
is going to bring, but I believe that whatever it is, so
long as I am walking with God, it’s going to be awe-

some.

YOUTHH 32 & 3 o
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: Dear Brothers and Sisters of CFBC:
iIn over 30 years of ministry as a pastor, one of my greatest joys has been my relationship with the people
of CFBC. My first contact with the Bible study group that was meeting in a home was at the invitation of’;
a young Chinese couple that had become members of our church. Martha and I attended a baby showerI
-and were welcomed with open arms. God soon placed within our hearts the vision of a Chinese church
.bemg planted from that group.

;Memory fails me as to the names of key individuals who accepted leadership in the group but each onei
:was used by God to solidify the work. When there were too many people to continue meeting in a home, !
11t was apparent that God wanted Trinity Baptist Church to open its doors and provide a place for further !
-growth Then the Lord put his hand on Dr. Chang to serve as leader and eventually as pastor and all the ; i
i : elements necessary for the church to thrive were in place.

- | You have a great furure. I am impressed by your vision and determination to plant a church that w111
. : continue to reach people with the good news of Christ until His return. I am excited to see what God has
planned for you!

: In the Love of Jesus,

i Pastor Jim Guenther
: Philippians 1:3-6
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